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Education level
Basic level
Main field

No main field

Progression level
G1N

Course contents

The course covers the historical development of the Swedish school
system and current reforms, as well as school as an arena for social
interaction. The course analyses central changes in the development
and mission of schooling, based on certain key terms such as
preschool teacher/teacher and pupil, gender, class and ethnicity. The
course also discusses the basic values underlying the Swedish
school system and the view of knowledge as expressed in current
curricula.

The course discusses perspectives in social relations and conflicts,
building on theories of social interaction, social norms and conflict
resolution. The course aims to develop a state of preparedness for
tackling the complexity that characterises the relations between
different actors in schools. Furthermore, the course involves aspects
of interaction and pedagogical leadership.

The course also highlights the perspective of the child, pupil/child
participation and basic rights in Swedish schools.

Learning outcomes
After completion of the course, the student should be able to:

o describe the historical growth of the Swedish school/preschool
and the development of the teaching profession

« explain the Swedish school system and its regulatory
documents, as well as how it is politically and legally run

« describe and reflect upon the grounds for didactic choices
made by teachers/preschool teachers

« relate the basic value system inherent in the national Swedish
programme syllabus to the daily work of a preschool/school

« discuss and reflect upon the work carried out by schools on
combatting discrimination and abusive behaviour, as well as
how to promote gender equality and equal treatment

o discuss teachers’ and children’s/pupils’ interaction in Swedish
schools based on theoretical perspectives of social relations

e present different theories and models in order to prevent and
handle conflict

« discuss and reflect upon the different aspects of pedagogical
leadership
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Learning activities

The course consists of reading and analysis of course literature, as
well as seminars, lectures, homework assignments and practical
exercises. Study visits may also take place if the opportunity arises.
Attendance at seminars is obligatory.

The course includes virtual and face-to-face meetings that are
developed based on the course objectives and learning outcomes, in
collaboration with students and teacher educators at the University.

Assessment

Students are assessed via a written take-home exam as well as an
oral presentation. All learning outcomes are graded in both parts of
the examination. Grading criteria for the course are announced by
the course coordinator at the start of the course.

The basis for all assessments must be such that individual
performance can be distinguished.
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Course evaluation

Malmé University provides all students who are participating in, or
have completed, a course a possibility to express their experiences
and views on the course through a course evaluation organised at
the end of the course. The University will collate the course
evaluations and provide information about their results and any
actions prompted by them. The results shall be made available to the
students.



